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VI80IN8 FEOI LIFE'S JOURNEY. 

J. «. M'EICHEK, X, D. 

As I wu traveling through a region of 
country known as Christendom, which lies 
between the two great seas ot Eternity, I 
came upon a large number of men, women 
and children, busily engaged in building. 
And what made the most forcible impression 
upon my mind was, that, although there were 
no two buildings just alike, yet there was a 
marked resemblance between some of them, 
and they could all easily be separated into 
two classes. Those of the one class all seem- 
ed to have the same foundation, and had cor- 
ner-stones just alike. The others had no 
foundation, but were simply built upon the 


I also noticed a great difference in the ma- 
terial used. Those structures built upon the 
sand were mostly of a dark material, with an 
occasional clear piece, as*H it were of marble, 
but as the darker were put on, the dust and 
grime soon covered the white. And there 
was a general crookedness and unstability 
about all those buildings, so that quite fre- 
quently one would fall, and bring destiuotion 
upon its owner. 

The others were much more permanently 
built, being ot a material resembling the onr- 
est marble. But I noticed in every building 
an occasional square of the dark material nsed 
by the other. 1 inquired ot one why it was. 
1 was told that whenever tbey went to see 
their neighbors build, they got dust in their 
eyes, ana then they would always bring back 
the wrong material. And although marble 
has a peculiar firmness and solidity, the other 
makes the heaviest burden. I inquired why 
they did not remove it when they saw their 
mistake ? My informant told me that they 
did not have the power to do so, but that the 
Master builder — who te the king's son — 
would in time remove, by a certain process, 
all their mistakes. 

On looking up, I saw mar me, a poor man 
bent over with a burden which was too heavy 
for him to bear alone. Soon one came run- 
ning to him and took the greater part of the 
weight on his own shoulders ; aud as he did so 
a most beautiful light suddenly ahone forth 
from bjs building. I was told that it was pro 
duced by the peculiar cement called Christian 
love, which was used in keeping the stones in 
place, and which always shone brightest when 
some deed of kindness was being done. 

How busy all seemed to be ! Some were 
speaking words of' encouragement to weaker 
ones ; outers were visiting the sick and afflict- 
ed, and administering to them of the necessi- 
ties of life from their abundance. Still others 
were trying to persuade those who were build 
ing on the sand, to come upon the solid rock. 
And each kind word spoken caused a rough 
stone to become smooth, and each good deed 
raised one into place upon the wall. But 
what seemed to hasten the work most of all 
was the endeavor to persuade others to come 
upon the only foundation. And the more 
time thus spent, the larger, wider and grander 
the building became. 

The most pleasing of all to me were the 
schools of architecture lor the children espec- 
ially, but where all might increase their 
knowledge. There was taught the goodness 
of the Master builder, of the king's power, 
rules lor laying atones, difference in material, 
object of building, and many other things. 
As I passed on I beheld all about me large 
numbers of completed buildings. Some were 
large, some small -, but the larger the struc- 
tures the more polished they were, and the 
finer the work in all its details. I inquired 
what had become of the owners, and was told 
that they had gone "to rest for a little season, 
until their fellows had finished, after which the 
Master builder would return and awaken 
them, and would remove all their" imperfec- 
tions and stains, and then they will rest from 
their labors as there will be continual Sabbath 
"They shall neither hunger no more, neither 
thirst anymore ; neither shall the sun light 
upon them any more nor any heat. For the 
king's son, who is in the midst of the throne, 
shall feed them, and shall lead them into liv- 
ing fountains of water, and the king will wipe 
aiftears from their eyes." And they shall 
sing praises unto the King, saying : "Salva- 
tion unto our king, which sitteth upon hie 
throne, and to his son." "Amen. Blessing 
and glory, and wisdom, and thanksgiving, 
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and honor, and power, and might, be unto our 
king, for ever and ever. Amen," 

But, said I, now long in this to continue ? 
The King has promised to his faithful build- 
ers, that although they must needs pass 
through the "valley and shadow" yet his 
"everlasting arms" would sustain them, and 
that he would then give them eternal life. 
But to these who refused to build as he wish- 
ed, should be allotted the realms of eternal 
night. 

O friends, how are yon building r* I had 
to confess that my foundation was not sure, 
and decided to make a change immediately. 
Since then I haye been raising a structure 
during time that will be of benefit to me 
through all eternity. And now, to all who 
may read this,, 1 repeat the question : O 
friends, how are you building V 

Hudsm, Iowa. 


BIBLE LANGUAtiE. 


Bible language, taken in a general way. is 
very much like other language. In its prop- 
per interpretation, to be rendered so as to 
give the most natural signification possible. 
If it is possible to interpret it literally, it is 
not to be spiritualized. Though a spiritual 
signification islo be sought under the literal, 
such as is readily perceived in the parables. 
But unlike all other language there is a lati- 
tude in its signification, not to be approached 
by any other. There is in it a depth of mean- 
ing only to be placed in it by its great divine 
Author, and that cannot be reached by any 
human authorship. There is in it a breadth of 
application not in any way approached by the 
uninspired language of any people, time or 
occasion. Unlike all other, it radiates out from 
a common centre, like the sparkling rays of a 
diamond gem. It is always new. Applies it- 
welt with equal force to all people in all ages. 
What it does for one when obeyed, it does 
for all others tinder a similar application ot Its 
truths. As it punishes disobedience in one, 
so it does in all. Comes to all with the same 
blessing if faithful, with the threatening if 
infidel. There is in it a beautiful simplicity, 
bordering on the sublime. Designed alike 
for all classes of society ; the language ot po- 
lite literature, of romance, of poetry, of the 
arts and sciences. The desertations on scien- 
tific matters and such as is used by the dif- 
ferent schools of so-called tree-thinkers, seems 
to be especially designed for the learned. The 
Bible is at once suited in manner of expression 
and phraseology to all alike, to the educated 
'and illiterate. It meets all on a common lev- 
el. It makes the high rejoice in his humility 
when he receives it. The lowly in his exalta- 
tion. The learned in his simplicity of divine 
knowledge. The illiterate in his profound 
love of divine things. There is in it no such 
thing as barrenness. It meets all cases and 
gives utterance suitable to the occasion. 'Tin 
simple, 'tis grand, sublime. 'Tis worthy of 
God. 

East Coventry, Pa. 


meek and lowly, like unto Jesus, and not only 
love in word but in deed, and when in need 
ask of him who is always willing and able to 
hear. 

'Take ujithj crow, and follow nir 

Nor think till death to lay it down ; 
F«r only I if wlin tie-am tl* (Mu-n 
May faojie to «m the gli-rioim crown." 

Jane K. Kelniiaht. 


He had a Little Girl of his own at Home. 

"Yes, indeed, we have some queer incidents 
hap|tt!ii to us," said the engineer. "I was 
f uniting along one afternoon pretty lively, 
when I approached a little village where the 
track cuts through the street*. 1 slacked up 
a little, but still was making good speed, 
when suddenly, about twenty rods ahead of 
me, a little girl, not more than three years old, 
toddled on to the track. There was no way 
to save her. It was impossible to stop or 
even to slack in that distance, as my train 
was heavy and the grade descending. Jn ten 
seconds it would have been all over, and after 
reversing and applying the brake, I shut my 
eyes, I didn't want to see any more. As 
we slowed down my fireman stuck his head 
out the cab window to see what I'd stopped 
for, when he laughed and shouted to me, '-Jim 
look here !" I looked, and there was a great 
big black Newfoundland dog holding that 
little girl in his mouth, leisurely walking to- 
ward the house where she evidently belonged. 
She was kicking and crying, so that I knew 
she wasn't hurt, and the dog had saved her. 
My fireman thought it funny and kept on 
laughing, but I cried. I just couldn't help it. 
I have a lift le girl of my own at home." 


CUN6 TO TBS CROSS. 

My brethren and sisters dear, who are trav- 
eling with me to that long-sought rest, keep 
the cross in sight always. Then there will 
be no wandering away, though it may seem 
heavy. O, think of the bowed head and bleed- 
ing hands and feet, all that we might be sav- 
ed, and that we may bear ]>atiently with the 
trials of life. We must be truthful in all 
things, and help others to bear their burdens, 
and so fulfil the law of Christ I often think 
of our ministers who break to us the bread of 
of life ; what a cities they bear. And I pray 
daily that they may be faithful until death ; 
that they may wear a crown. And we should 
not only pray for them but assist them in their 
temporal wants, for we should not muzzle the 
ox that treadeth out the corn. For if they 
minister unto us in spiritual things it is right 
if we minister to them of our temporal things, 
as the Lord prospers ns. I hope no one 
will feel hurt for my writing so plainly, for I 
can say in sincerity I love all, and pray we 
may meet in that home above. I have been 
in the vineyard of the Lord over fifty years, 
and know whereof I speak, and oft times have 
failed to do that which I should, and when I 
loook to the "crow" am ready to cry : "Lord 
save or I perish." And dear sisters, do not 
indulge in the pride of Ilia, but be humble, 


gerrrsycHdtntr, 

Whit They Say, * 

Brother HoLSOton : Please find enclos- 
ed $2.00, for which please send Evangelist 
as par enclosed supplement. Some of your 
"tat horses" feci too poor to subscribe for the 
EvA-wftsusT, but always have money to 
spend tor tobacco and other useless things. 

Moimiecai. 

I do sincerely wish you much prosperity, 
and hope you will not lose one dollar by 
printing ns so gotxl a paper. I cannot agree 
with the one who says its former size was 
large enough for a religious paper. Why if 
our newspapers were that small we would 
think we did not get nearly news enough. 

S. M. Snahek. 

Uvilla, W. Va. 

Six more names added tp the church at 
Louisville, to-day. Thank God they are still 
coming. Preaching to-day at the Center 
church, but the loon will l>c closed against 
ns hereafter. Solemn was the scene and bit- 
ter teal's wete made to How, when brother 
Keiin made his farewell address to the good 
old church, in which he had preached so long 
and now was denied that privilege evermore. 
The feeling is good here for the building of a 
new ehurcn, and also for a grove meeting. I 
think if we had a revival here great things 
could be done, as the feeling on our side is 
strong. The prayer of God's people availeth 
much. Pray fbr ns. 

COKNEEIA SxYDEH. 

Louisville, Ohio, 

Prom Weit Independence, O, 

The church at West Independence is in a 
flourishing condition. Baptized one sister on 
Saturday evening. Their Sunday school is 
in a very active condition, having increased 
fifty per cent in a few months time. And the 
warm weather has no effect upon it at all. 
The congregations at preaching services are 
also increasing, and becoming interested in 
the Brethren's work. And so the good work 
goes on. Isaac K mjiekn kiu 

Ashland, Ohio, 


Around the table was to be seen the youth of 
18 summer*, and the old and tried pilgrim of 
HI years, 11 months, all in the service ■ if their 
Master. Praise the I^ord, O ^ny soul. 

JoSKI'll B. MlWF.lt. 

Unionfown, Pa. 


Philip et Fairvlew. 

Since brother Beer's depart tire, the chureh 
at Fair view has lieon without a pastor. There 
being an applicant for baptism, brother P. J. 
Brown was invited to come and administer 
the rite and preach for »s. And Phili|)-like, 
he made haste to -come, and ministered the 
word of life to us on Saturday evening and 
Sunday morning and evening, June 21 and 
22nd. lie was favored with a largo attend- 
ance, for this sparsely settled community, and 
the chuich was much revived by his soul-stir- 
ring discourses. The lady Who had made ap- 
plication for membership being an invalid, 
and unable to attend church Hurt day, after 
the morning meeting we repaired to her house 
four miles distant, and "they both went down 
into the water," and Philip baptized her. 

We greatly enjoyed brother Brown's visit ; 
hope he will come again and remain longer, 

J. C. Ewttre. 
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Prom Umontown, Pa, 


The Communion at the Grove ib a thing of 
the past. Brethren Wise and Murray, of 
Green county, Pa., were with tie and did good 
services in preaching the pure word, assisted 
by our home ministry, Gain* and Sterling. 
Had a good meeting in all respects. Fifty- 
three brethren and sisters surrounded the, ta- 
ble of the Lord, and there partook of the em- 
blems of His broken Body and shed Blood. 
Hope to the strengthening of their faith. 


From Louisville, Ohio. 

A few weeks ago you, no doubt, read a no- 
tice of brother Ilolsingcr's visit to our place, 
Of our organization, the locking of the meet- 
ting house by the conservatives, &c, which is 
all true. A great many other things occur- 
red that were not very nice, and that we could 
scarcely believe christians would do, that we 
might mention ; but as it would only make 
thein angry and do us no material good, we 
refrain, only this we might yet say, that at 
their last council they decided to deny us the 
use of the house and refused to | >a v us any- 
thing. We now console ourselves with the 
thought that it is more blessed to give than 
to take. Their elder advised the barring of 
the ineoting-hous** 'lix.s-s.iiad when asked why 
he did so, said in reply, that -'we have a right 
to lock our doors at home, and when there are 
thieves about, we put on extra locks." 

<>n yesterday we had our last meeting, and 
bid a final farewell to the old Center meeting 
boose, with the sad reflection : 
"How dear to nay hnart are tlie scenes of my childhood, "&c. 

And now we are without a house of wor- 
ship ; but expect sesni to make some arrange- 
ments to build. 

Injustice to brother llolsingcr, will say 
that his services among us were much appre- 
ciated and made htm many warm friends and 
did our cause much good. Six more came in 
since our organization, and others will come 
soon. .J OS LA II Keim, 


Prom Christopher, Kansas, 

Dear Evangelist; We had a very pleas- 
ant meeting here, at Ri version school house, 
on the evening of June 14, and Sabbath at 11 
o'clock and at caudle light in the evening. 
There was quite an interest manifested. One 
applicant for baptism. On Monday were blest 
with the privilege of hearing an excellent ser- 
mon by our beloved Elder, Jacob W. Beer, 
upon the ordinances of the church. It was 
well and thoroughly explained. We then 
went to attend to the ordinance of baptism. 
Thence we returned to the house of our be*- 
lovcd sister Mcreer, and there we attended to 
the laying on of hands and prayer. May the 
word of truth and grace be so spread that we 
may have a rich harvest in leading and guid- 
ing more precious souls to the Lamb of God 
that taketh away the sins of the world. We 
desire the aid of some of our ministering breth- 
ren to aid in this glorious cause. We have 
but one minister in our locality, and it is more 
than he can attend to, as we are so scattered. 
May God bless us in our labors. 

We have a very flourishing Sabbath school 
here, conducted by your humble servant. Our 
regular attendance is thirty. Although we 
are thinly settled, we have a good interest in 
that glorious cause. We desire to train those 
young and tender minds in the way of truth 
and life, that they may come and give them- 
selves early to their Savior. Trust always in 
God and keep his commandments, and he will 
carry us safe through to that haven of rest, 
prepared for those who keep his command- 
ments. C. C. Babnaku. 

Christopher, Kama. 


